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Salmond confirms he will
fight for Westiminster seat -

By Andy McSmith 2

Alex Salmond has announced he is
planning a returh to Westminster
politics, where he is likely to act as a
power broker if - as the polls indicate
- next year’s general election results
in a hung Parliament.

The former First Minister told
cheering supporters that he is
a “candidate for the nomina-
tion” in rural seat of Gordon, near
Aberdeen, which overlaps with the
East Aberdeenshire constituency
that he currently represents in the
Scottish Parliament.

The SNP has been enjoying a surge
of support despite losing Septem-
ber’s referendum on Scottish inde-
pendence, and may hold the balance
of power in the next Parliament, with
the Lib Dems possibly being reduced

to fourth-party status.
{ i Alex Salmond would have
tooverturnthe 6,748
majority that Gordon's current

MP, Lib Dem MalcolrmsBruce, who
is standing down, had in 2010.

Mr Salmond made it clear that he
intends to use his bargaining power
totryto force the next government to
go much further in granting self-rule
for Scotland than the recommenda-
tions of the Smith Commission, set
up after the referendum.

The commission’s recommended
solution, he said, “is not fiscal au-
tonomy, it is not devo-max, it is not
home rule, it is certainly not near
federalism. What it is, is some-
thing which leaves 70 ver cent of

SCOTLAND

taxation under control of Westmin-
ster, and more than 80 per cent of
social policy”.

Mr Salmond ruled out any deal
with the Conservatives, but made
it clear: that the SNP would be open
to a deal with a minority Labour
administration.

He later BBC Radio 4’s The World
This Weekend programme that it was
“unlikely” that he or anyone else from
the SNP would sit in a Labour Cabi-
net “but I'm not ruling it out”.

Sturgeon after Crown Estate money’

By Lanmrna Robertson

Profits generated by the Crown
Estate in Scotland could be kept -
in their entirety by the Scottish
government under plans being
considered by Nicola Sturgeon,
rather than going to the UK
Treasury, with a proportion being
given to the Queen.

The Crown Estate currently
makes around £240m a year,
with the royal family receiving

15 per cent in “sovereign grant”.
According to the Mail on Sunday
Ms Sturgeon, Scotland’s First
Minister, plans to keep all the
profits within the jurisdiction

of Holyrood.

The Scottish government said,
however, that it would “continue
to contribute a full and fair share
tothe sovereign grant, which is
pegged to, but not actually drawn
from, a proportion of Crown
Estate profits”.
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Game’s
afootat
awards

Sherlock stars Benedict
Cumberbatch (left,
with his fiancée,
Sophie Hunter)and
Andrew Scott were
both championed
at the Moé&t British
Film

¥ turnas mathemati-

cianAlan Turingin
The Imitation Game
to Harry Potterstar
Brendan Gleeson for

-his performance as

atroubled Catholic
priestinCalvary.
Scott (Moriartyin -
Sheriock) was awarded
the Best Supporting
Actor gong for hisrole
in Pride, the story of
Welshminers
inthe 1g8as. The film
‘won themostawards
of themight. AFPIGETTY

npower hometeam care products: Only avajlable in mainland UK. Subject to eligibilit:
from £10.50 a month. Prices subject te change. 97% of

%

swouldr

from £4.20 a month for the first year.
Whatever it is, we like that you like us.
Find out more at npower.com/recommend

Simple and clear. The way energy should be.

Up to £100 fee per call out may apply.
For other price plans where some have no call out fee,
see our website.

That’s how many of our customers recommend our Boiler Care.
Which is quite a lot. So thanks.

Maybe it's because we always call to say we're on our way.
Maybe it’s our friendly engineers, who take time to explain
what they’re doing (without all the jargon).

Maybe it’s that they give you their card,

justin case you need to get in touch with them again.

Or maybe it's because we can help care for your boiler

y. Other terms, conditions and exclusions apply and can be found at npower.com Price is available to new npower hometeam care customers for the first year only. Second year renewal cost is currently
us: Between June 2013'and June 2014 we asked all the hometeam customers we visited to complete an engineer feedback form. Of the 2,492 respondents, 97% stated that they would recommend us.




